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COWENTS:
I amwiting as a |local resident of Henley-on-Thanmes to object to
t he amended pl anni ng application for the redevel opnent of the

exi sting

retirenent honme at Thanesfield Retirenent Village. Wilst | am not
an i nmedi ate nei ghbour to the site, | amfaniliar with the area and
concerned about the wi der inpacts this proposal would have on the
character of the locality including its inpact on views of Henley

fromacross the river, the openness of the Geen Belt, and on road
saf ety and parking pressures al ong Wargrave Road.

Havi ng reviewed the | atest anmendnents, | do not believe they
adequat el y address the key concerns raised previously by nyself,
Renmenham Pari sh Council, or other residents. My principal objections

are sumari sed bel ow.
1. Design and Scal e of Devel opnent

The proposal renmins excessive in both scale and nmassing for its

| ocation. Despite nminor design anendnents, it continues to disregard
the character of the surrounding area and the sensitive riverside
and Green Belt setting. The increase in building size over siXx
tinmes larger than the original represents a di sproportionate
expansi on that would fundanentally alter the appearance of the site.

This conflicts with Policy CP3 of the Core Strategy, which requires
devel opnent to be of high quality and to respect |ocal character
and Policy CPl11l, which restricts inappropriate expansion in the
countrysi de

The visual inpact fromthe river and other public viewoints would
be considerable, resulting in a clear |oss of openness and rura
character both defining features of this part of Henl ey-on- Thanes.

The applicant's claimthat replacing bal conies with dornmer w ndows
reduces the height fromthree storeys to "two and a half" is

m sl eadi ng. The overall ridge height, bulk, and mass renmin

vel y unchanged, as do the visual, overlooking, and | oss of |ight

i mpacts on nei ghbouring properties. The proposal continues to appear
as a full three-storey structure in both formand effect, and

theref ore does not neaningfully nitigate the concerns raised in
earlier subm ssions.

2. Green Belt I|npact

The site lies within the designated Green Belt, where the Nationa
Pl anning Policy Framework (NPPF) strictly limts inappropriate
devel opnent. The proposal constitutes a substantial and

di sproportionate extension of the existing building and therefore
fails to neet the Green Belt exceptions outlined in paragraph
154(c) of the NPPF.



The increased bul k and footprint would erode openness and encroach
upon the countryside, directly undernining the fundanental purposes
of Green Belt designation nanely, to prevent urban spraw and

saf eguard the countryside from encroachnent.

3. Cross-Boundary Consi derations

Gven the site's proximty to the River Thanes and its visual and
environnental relationship with Henl ey-on-Thanes, this devel opnent
woul d have a cl ear and noticeabl e i npact on views and character from
the South Oxfordshire side of the river

South Oxfordshire District Council (SODC) has consistently
denonstrated a strong comitment to ensuring that devel opnent does
not adversely affect the setting of Henley or the river corridor

It

woul d therefore be appropriate for SODC to be formally consulted on
this application, given its cross-boundary inplications. Their input
shoul d be sought before any deternmination is nmade to ensure a

coordi nated pl anni ng approach that safeguards the setting and visua
character of Henl ey-on-Thanes.

4. Currul ative and Conmunity | npact

Beyond the technical planning issues, there is a broader concern
that | arge-scal e redevel opnment of this kind risks eroding the

sem -rural and |lowdensity character that defines this area. Loca
residents greatly value the open, green setting along the river, and
devel opnents of this nmagnitude would fundanmentally alter that

bal ance.

Such cunul ati ve change woul d have | asting consequences for the
di stinct | andscape and townscape qualities that contribute so
strongly to Henley's identity and appeal

In summary, the anended application renmins inappropriate in scale,
form and location. It fails to address the substantive issues
previously identified in relation to design, Green Belt policy, and
the cunul ative inpact on | ocal character. For these reasons,
respectfully request that this application be refused.



