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COWENTS:

This comment is subnitted by the chair of the Earley Environnmenta
Goup (EEG. The EEG has a nenbership of around 300 vol unteers
and supporters. The objectives of the Group include the
conservation and i nprovenent of the environnent within Earley and
the pronotion of interest in all matters concerned with the
environnment, wildlife, conservation and environmental issues.

The proposed Hall Farm devel opment will add substantially to the
conti nued expansion of the Greater Readi ng U ban Area sout hwards
from the MA. It is noted that the devel opment will include the
provi sion of alternative natural green space, to include a country
park. The EEGwill take an interest in the provision of such
proposal s when the Environnental |npact Statenent is rel eased, as
they will affect

wildlife and biodiversity in the general area

O specific concern will be the adverse inpact that the proposed
devel opnent will have on the natural green spaces and residentia
properties bordering the northern side of Lower Earley Way and al so
in adjacent areas. Increased road traffic volunmes generated by the
devel opnent travelling between the new devel opnent crossing the M4
at the proposed link road and accessing the new junction at Meldreth
Way will increase traffic congestion, noise and pollution al ong
Lower Earley Way and in adjacent residential area. This wll
adversely inpact wildlife habitats within the green corridor running
al ong Lower Earley's southern fringe, which forns a natural barrier
between the residential area and the M4, Such green infrastructure
creates an ecol ogical network that encourages the novenent of
wildlife along the green corridor and can al so hel p conbat climte
change.

Mel dreth Way's junction with Lower Earley Way is an inappropriate

| ocation for establishing a major traffic link to a devel opnent of
this size because of the sensitivity of the existing road network to
traffic congestion and its proxinmity to the inportant green corridor
and a | arge nunber of residential properties. Alternative routes to
and fromthe devel opnent should therefore be devel oped as a
priority. The existing green infrastructure on the north side of
Lower Earley Way nust, in any case, be protected fromthe inpact of
the devel opnent with no | oss of green space resulting from any
proposed hi ghway of junction inprovenents.

The ElI A shoul d denponstrate how the existing green Infrastructure
networ k al ong the southern edge of Lower Earley will be protected
and enhanced. Consi derati on shoul d be given to designating the
Lower Earley green corridor as a Local Nature Reserve in order to
protect this valuable green space and provide it with the status
needed to attract funding for its enhancenent as a wildlife corridor
and a space for people to enjoy.



