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COWENTS:
bj ection to Planning Application: Proposed Mdifications to
Recreational Facilities

Dear Pl anning Authority/Commttee,

| amwiting to formally object to the full application for the
proposed nodi fications to the existing recreational facilities,
which includes the renoval of existing infrastructure and the
installation of new sports pitches, fitness areas, and other
features. Wiile the intent behind these changes nmay be to enhance
recreational options, there are significant concerns related to the
| oss of existing

football facilities and other potential inpacts that should be
carefully consi dered before approval

Loss of Football Facilities:

One of the nobst pressing concerns is the proposed reduction or
alteration of existing football facilities, which currently serve a
| arge nunber of |ocal football clubs, comunity groups, and

i ndi vidual players. These facilities are integral to providing
access to organi zed sports, youth devel opnment, and physical activity
for a diverse and growing community. The | oss of these pitches or
their

reduction in size would have a direct and detrinental inpact on the
ability of these groups to continue their activities. Football is a
hugel y popul ar sport in the area, and renoving or altering these
facilities risks displacing nunerous teans, reducing opportunities
for comunity engagenent, and undernining the health and well -being
of many local residents who rely on these facilities for regul ar
exerci se and team sports

| nadequat e Repl acenent of Football Pitches:

Whil e the application proposes new sports pitches and nodifications
to existing ones, there is no clear evidence or assurance that the
replacenent facilities will adequately neet the demand for football
Football is a high-denand sport, and w t hout proper consultation
with Jlocal clubs and teans, it is unclear whether the new
provisions will accomopbdate current usage levels or allow for future
growth. It is

essential that the planning application ensures an adequate nunber
of full-size football pitches, as well as sufficient training areas,
to maintain community engagenent in the sport.

Overdevel opnent of the Site:

The proposal includes a wi de range of new features, including an
events nound, clinbing wall, fitness zone, punp track, and exercise
track, alongside substantial new car parking. Wile these

devel opnents nmay cater to sone conmunity needs, they risk
overburdening the site, reducing the anpbunt of avail abl e open space
for general recreational use. The site nust strike a bal ance between
active sports facilities and areas for passive recreation, and
there are concerns that the extensive devel opnents could crowd out



exi sting green spaces, |eaving fewer opportunities for infornal
pl ay, relaxation, or conmunity
gat heri ngs.

I ncreased Traffic and Parking | ssues:

The addition of nore car parking spaces to accombdate the increased
demand from additional users of the recreational site raises
concerns about local traffic managenent. Increased car usage nmay
lead to

congestion in the surrounding area, affecting both residents and
visitors. Local roads nmay not be able to cope with additiona
traffic, leading to safety issues and a decline in air quality. The
impact on traffic flows, especially during peak usage tines, should
be carefully assessed and mtigated in the planning process.

Envi ronment al | npact:

The renoval of existing infrastructure such as the cricket square,
practice nets, and concrete bases will |ikely have environnental
consequences, particularly in relation to wildlife habitats and

drai nage patterns. Any new devel opnents, including the punp track
fitness zone, and other infrastructure, nust ensure that the |oca
environnent is protected. It is crucial that the site's biodiversity
and natural features are not unduly inpacted by these changes, and
th at proper environnental assessnents are carried out to avoid

| ong-term ecol ogi cal danage.

Insufficient Consultation with the Local Comunity:

Wil e the proposal nay seek to nodernize and diversify recreationa
facilities, there has been linmted consultation with the |oca
community, particularly those who currently use the foot bal
facilities. It is vital that the views of local football clubs,
conmmunity groups, and residents are fully considered. Wthout proper
consultation, there is a risk that the devel opnents will not neet
the real needs of the people who use these spaces on a daily basis.

| npact on Local Sports Devel opnent:

The proposed changes coul d hi nder the devel opnent of |ocal sports
prograns, especially in football, which is an inportant tool for
youth devel opnent and conmunity cohesi on. Football cl ubs,
especially at the youth level, rely on sufficient, accessible
facilities to offer training and nmatch opportunities. The | oss of
adequate foothball pitches will nmake it harder for these clubs to
operate effectively, which could have |ong-term consequences for
the conmmunity's sporting

culture

In conclusion, while the proposed devel opnents nay offer benefits in
sone areas, they present significant challenges for |ocal footbal
facilities, conmmunity engagenent, and the overall sustainability of
recreational services. | urge the planning conmittee to reconsider
the proposal, particularly with regard to the |oss of footbal
pitches, and to ensure that any changes nade neet the |long-term
needs of the | ocal population. A nore bal anced approach i s needed,
one that retains key facilities while enhancing the site with the
full support of the local comunity.



