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COWENTS:

I amwiting regarding the potential devel opnent of Loddon Garden
Village. Partnering with our comunity of |ocal Churches, we are
asking WBC to consider a church building as part of the proposed
devel opnent.

New conmmunities need a heart. W think churches play a key role in
connecting people within communities and hel ping them flourish
Regardi ng the inpact of her local church, N cky Lauchlan

Headt eacher of Shinfield Infant School wote that it:

"...supports all famlies within the community, irrespective of
faith is a positive force within the conmunity [and] has

strengt hened the comunity as it has grown froma snall to a very

| arge village

[Shinfield] is a very special place to Iive and work because of the
organi sations such as the church who go out of their way to care and
proactively make a positive difference to people's lives every day.'

Churches enabl e people to nake friends and connecti ons nearby. They
al so draw peopl e together from di verse backgrounds - nmy own church
has around 20 nationalities represented in our congregation. One of
the concerns of the new devel opnent is traffic. Enabling people to
participate in a church locally will have the environnental benefit
of reducing traffic in and out of LG Village (and across the area)
oughout the week.

You nay be surprised to know that currently 12% of people in England
and Wal es are involved in a local church! This is a growing figure,
with the fastest growth in the youngest sector of the

popul ati on(400% i ncrease in six years - figures from YouGov 2025).
This means that in a devel opnent of 10,000 people (the proposed
upper nunber for LG Village) 1,200 will be looking for a church

Whil e we understand that planning for LG Village is not yet approved
and there are many objections against it, we feel that IF it was to
go ahead then a church would greatly enhance it. Churches just in
our Baptist group provide the foll ow ng:

8/ 10 churches run toddl er group
7/ 10 offer social activity e.g. 50+ sports group, nen's breakfast,
group for parents,

7/ 10 run social outreach e.g. recovery programe, Bed 4 Night,
f oodbank support

5/ 10 have m dweek children's group

4/ 10 run youth groups - run or host

5/ 10 of fer comunity coffee nornings

(figures May 25)

And al nost all of the above provision is financed by the churches
thensel ves - even local Christian charities operating across
denoni nations, for exanple Share, which hel ps feed 2000 people



weekly and avoi ds 40 tonnes of food going to waste.

Local churches also provide key spiritual activities. As well as
regul ar services churches organise Christnas and Easter events that
the I ocal Conmunity |love to support. Many will also play a | eading
role in their |local Renmenbrance Service too

This is not a bid by us Baptists for exclusivity! W would be happy
to explore working with other church denominations as we already do
in so many areas. Nor are we seeking to exclude other religions - we
wel cone the freedom of each group to make a subnission in this
consul tation period should they choose to do so.

Bruce Wnton, Cerk of Shinfield Parish, which has expanded so nuch
recently, comented on his local church that "churches bring
[benefits] to their local community whether residents are active
wor shi ppers or not [The church's] outreach is so inportant to the
unity and cohesion for a community that has grown rapidly over the
| ast 15 years."



