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COWENTS:

I amthe owner and occupier of a property inmmedi ately adjacent to
the application site and wish to strongly object to this application
for Permission in Principle for two self-build dwellings.

W dlife Habitat

As an i nmedi ate nei ghbour, | observe the wildlife diversity
supported by this woodland daily: including bats, ows, deer
hedgehogs, slow worns, stag beetles, and wi de array of bird species,
anongst others. This woodl and functions as a connected habitat
corridor, and its

renoval would not nerely displace these species but elimnate the
local conditions that sustain them It is difficult to see how the
removal of established woodl and - habitat that has taken decades to
mature - could not nmaterially harmthis biodiversity, regardl ess of
what mitigation planting is proposed.

The fact that this woodland is currently inaccessible to the public
makes it nore ecologically valuable, not less. Unlike the publicly
accessi bl e woodl and to the rear and other nanaged green spaces in
the area, this site has remai ned undisturbed - no footfall, no dogs,
no lighting, no noise. That absence of human pressure is exactly
what al |l ows species such as bats, hedgehogs and ground-nesting birds
to use it as core habitat rather than sinply passing through

Di st ur bed,

publicly wal ked woodl ands serve a recreational function, but it is
the quiet, inaccessible pockets like this one that do the heavy
ecological lifting. Introducing two residential properties - with
their associated |ighting, donestic noise, cat predation and garden
encroachnent - woul d permanently destroy that undisturbed character
and elimnate one of the few genuinely wild refuges remaining in an
area where every other green space is already subject to regul ar
human activity.

Even if only one tree is to be renoved in its entirety, that tree
forns part of a connected woodl and group - its loss alters w nd
exposure, light and noisture for neighboring trees and breaks canopy
continuity. Mire inportantly, the Council should recognise that
approving residential devel opnment beneath retained TPO trees
inevitably generates future pressure to reduce or renove them on
grounds of shade, leaf fall and perceived danger (already evidenced
by the tranche of proposed works on the remaining TPO trees on the
site). The question is not whether one tree is acceptable to | ose
today, but whether the Council is prepared to accept the sustained
pressure on the entire group that residential occupation will create
for decades to cone.

Fl oodi ng and Drai nage
I am al so concerned about flood risk. This area al ready experiences
| ocal surface water flooding during periods of heavy or sustained

rainfall. The application site currently functions as a significant
area of perneable, vegetated ground. The nature tree canopy
intercepts rainfall, the root systens aid ground absorption, and the

soil structure slows surface water runoff. Replacing this with



bui | di ngs, hard surfacing, driveways and donestic curtilage woul d
fundanmental ly alter the hydrol ogy of the i medi ate area, increasing
the volune and speed of surface water runoff onto adjacent
properties and the road.

Er osi on of Character

a d Wki ngham Road retains a sem -rural character defined by mature
trees, woodl and pockets and green buffers between properties. These
are the defining characteristics that attracted our famly to this
area in the first place, and precisely what distinguishes this
setting fromthe | arge-scal e housi ng devel opnents that have been
built in the imediate vicinity over recent years and continue
unabat ed

across Sout h Wki ngham Those devel opnents - opposite the site and
behind it - have already fundanentally transfornmed the w der area.
What was once a largely green, wooded setting has becone

i ncreasingly

ur bani sed.

The woodl and on this application site is now one of the |ast
renmaining elenments that preserves any sense of the origina

| andscape character and natural biodiversity. Its renoval would
conpl ete a process of increnental erosion that has been underway for
several years. | would ask the Council to consider the cunulative
ef fect of sustained

devel opnent in this locality. Each individual application is
presented as nodest - "only two dwellings" - but the collective
result is the systematic |oss of every renaining natural space. At
sonme point the Iine nust be drawmn, and | would argue that point has
al ready been reached.

Sunmary

This site is unsuitable for residential developnent in principle. It
provides irreplaceable wildlife habitat that | and nmany | oca
residents witness and enjoy daily, it perforns a critical drainage
function in an area already prone to surface water flooding, and it
represents one of the last remaining elenents of the sem-rura
character that defines this part of AOd Wkingham Road. The public
benefit of two additional dwellings is conpletely negligible in the
context of the substantial housing growth already delivered nearby.
The environnental harm woul d be pernanent and irreversible. |
respectfully request that the Council refuses this appl

cation.



