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COWENTS:

I wish to object to Planning Application 252782 for a proposed fue
storage facility with access on O d Bath Road, inmmedi ately adjacent
to Loddon Reserve, on the grounds of highway safety, environnmenta
risk, proxinmty to a sensitive nature reserve and water system and
conflicts wth Wki ngham pl anning policy. Reasons being: -

1. Major Highway Safety Concerns on A d Bath Road
The proposed access point on Od Bath Road is highly problematic

The road is already hazardous with narrow stretches, poor visibility
and limted safe passing pl aces.

It is not designed for frequent HGY novenents, particularly
articul ated tankers carrying fuel

I ncreased turning novenents from heavy vehicles will significantly
raise the risk of collisions.

There are vul nerable users in the area, including pedestrians and
cyclists, with Iimted dedi cated pavenents or safe refuges.

Fuel tankers entering and exiting the site would create a serious
and unacceptabl e safety risk, contrary to Wki nghami s Local Pl an
policies requiring devel opnent to provide safe and suitable access
for all road wusers

2. Proximty to Loddon Reserve - High Environnental Sensitivity

The site is imediately adjacent to the Loddon Reserve, a locally
significant ecological area with wetlands, river systens, bird
habitats, and sensitive plant comunities.

A fuel storage depot at this location introduces:

potential for contanmination of the Loddon river system

di sruption to protected species

degradation of inportant ecological habitats

i ncreased noise, air pollution, and di sturbance

Any spill, leak, or run-off could cause severe, |ong-term ecol ogica
damage. This is entirely inconsistent with Wkingham s biodiversity

protection policies and national planning guidance on safeguardi ng
sensitive natural assets.



3. Risk to Water Bodies and Hydrol ogy

The Loddon Reserve and connected watercourses are highly vul nerable
to pollution. Fuel depots pose risks from

tank failure

pi pewor k | eaks

surface-wat er contam nation during rainfal

HGV accidents leading to fuel spills

Gven the site's proximty to water, even a single failure could
result in irreversible contam nation of both surface and

gr oundwat er .

This is unacceptable for a location directly bordering a wetl and
reserve and contradicts policies ainmed at protecting water quality
and preventing pollution.

4. Hazardous Substances and | nsufficient Environnental Safeguards
Large-scal e fuel storage requires robust evidence of:

fire safety systens

secondary cont ai nnent

ener gency response pl ans

pol lution prevention neasures

conpliance with national hazardous substances regul ations

Unl ess the application denonstrates these in extensive detail, the
proposal cannot be safely assessed.

G ven the environnentally sensitive setting, even mnor deficiencies
shoul d wei gh heavily agai nst approval
5. Inconpatibility Wth Local Plan and Spatial Strategy

A d Bath Road and the surroundi ng Loddon Reserve area are not
al l ocated for industrial or hazardous uses.

This proposal conflicts wth:

Woki ngham Local Pl an policies supporting the protection of wildlife
sites and wat ercour ses

policies requiring safe access and traffic inpacts that do not
endanger residents

policies resisting i nappropriate industrial developnent in rural or
environnental ly sensitive |ocations



the Council's duty to conserve and enhance biodiversity

The devel opnent is fundanentally unsuitable for its proposed

| ocati on.

Concl usi on

The conbi nati on of dangerous access via A d Bath Road, adjacency to
the Loddon Reserve, and significant environnmental, safety, and

pollution risks nmakes this proposal inappropriate and unsafe.

| respectfully request that Wki ngham Borough Council refuse
Pl anni ng Application 252782.



