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Site Boundary Plan PB-F01 
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Site Context Plan PB-F02 

This plan should show the location of the site, including the LPA, boundary, national character area, and any relevant landscape scale policy or guidance information.  
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Baseline and Environmental Information 

Flood Risk Zones  

Summary of Flood Risk Information (EI-B19) 

The boundaries of the site are marked by ditches and the northern and western section of the site 

(currently utilised for horse paddocks) falls into flood zones 2 and 3. At the time of the Ecological 

Appraisal walkover (27/03/2024), the boundary ditches were wet and the grassland in the flood 

zones was waterlogged. 

• Flood Risk Zone 2: Low probability of flooding with between a 0.1% and 1% 0.1% chance of 

flooding from rivers in any year (1 in 100 – 1 in 1000 years); 

• Flood Risk Zone 3: High probability of flood with a greater than 1% chance of flooding from rivers 

in any one year (1 in 100 years). 

 

Potential Impact on Project (EI-B20) 

Much of the land within the flood zone will be retained as horse paddock and will continue to be 

used as it currently is.  

It is proposed to enhance a buffer zone between the horse paddocks and the site boundaries to 

other neutral grassland. As soil moisture in flood risk zone 3 may be high throughout the winter with 

occasional flood events which could lead to significant areas of standing water being present at 

times, the seed mix selected should be flood resistant and suitable for waterlogged land.  

Management of the areas within the flood zones will be adapted to complement any potential 

seasonal flooding regimes, including incorporating remedial measures to be actioned where over 

poaching, pollution or invasive species may occur onsite. 

Machinery and livestock will be kept off land when there is any potential for soil damage by 

poaching or damage by wheelings. 
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Flood Risk Zone Plan (EI-F07) 
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2. Planned Management Activities  

Provide the site-wide aims and objectives. These should consider the Project Background information 

section outlined above as well as the outcomes of the Metric.  

Management Plan Aims and Objectives PM-B01 

Much of the existing horse paddocks will be retained and will continue to be grazed by horses.  

The existing developed area will be re-developed and extended to provide additional mobile homes. 

A new stable block will be constructed within the existing horse paddock.  

All boundary vegetation will be retained, and a buffer strip of grassland will be enhanced between the 

paddocks and the site boundaries. New tree planting will be introduced on site.  

 

 

Principles Informed by Design Stage 

The project's BNG target(s) should be set and documented early in the design process. Outline how 

background and baseline information influenced key design principles for the project from an early 

stage. This can provide useful context for the proposed retention, creation and enhancement measures.  

 Design Principles Informed by Baseline Information PM-B02 

Based on the Berkshire Local Nature Recovery Strategy, the site does not fall within an area of 

opportunity for biodiversity, therefore, no strategic significance has been applied.  

The baseline habitats are generally of low distinctiveness, consisting of modified grassland horse 

paddocks and developed land. The site boundaries offer more habitat value, and these will be 

retained, with a strip of enhanced habitat incorporated into the proposals, between the paddocks and 

the boundaries, to provide a buffer between the hedgerows and ditches and the paddocks.  
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Common Name Scientific Name Abundance / % Comments 

Silver birch Betula pendula 20  

Field maple Acer campestre 20  

Wild cherry Prunus avium 15  

Rowan Sorbus aucuparia 20  

Alder Alnus glutinosa 30  

Osier Willow Salix viminalis 15  
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Grassland (Medium, High, and Very High Distinctiveness) Species Lists (GH-T03) 

Provide a detailed species list for the habitat to be created 

Common Name Scientific Name Abundance / % Comments 

Composition 

EM8 is a complete mix composed of 20% native wild flowers and 80% slow growing grasses (by weight).  

Wild Flowers 20% 

1. 0.70% Achillea Millefolium – Yarrow 

2. 0.60% Agrimonia eupatoria – Agrimony 

0.10% Angelica sylvestris – Wild Angelica 

3. 0.20% Betonica officinalis – Betony 

3.20% Centaurea nigra – Common Knapweed 

1.40% Filipendula ularia – Meadowsweet 

4. 0.40% Galium album – Hedge Bedstraw 

2.00% Galium verum – Lady’s Bedstraw 

0.80% Lathyrus pratensis – Meadow Vetchling 

5. 0.60% Leontodon hispidus – Rough Hawkbit 

1.20% Leucanthemum vulgare – Oxeye Daisy (Moon Daisy) 

0.60% Lotus corniculatus – Birdsfoot Trefoil 

0.10% Lotus pedunculatus – Greater Birdsfoot Trefoil 

6. 1.00% Medicago lupulina – Black Medick 

2.00% Plantago lancelata – Ribwort Plantain 

0.40% Primula veris – Cowslip 

7. 0.80% Prunella vulgaris – Selfheal 

1.20% Ranunculus acris – Meadow Buttercup 

0.80% Rhinanthus minor – Yellow Rattle 

0.60% Rumex acetosa – Common Sorrel 

0.30% Sanguisorba officinalis – Great Burnet 

0.50% Silene flos-cuculi – Ragged Robin 

0.20% Taraxacum officinale – Dandelion 

0.30% Vicia cracca – Tufted Vetch 

Grasses 80% 

  

8.00% Agrostis capillaris – Common Bent 
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8.00% Carex echinata – Star Sedge (w) 

30.00% Cynosurus cristatus – Crested Dogstail 

18.00% Festuca rubra – Red Fescue 

1.60% Hordeum secalinum – Meadow Barley (w) 

8.00% Phleum bertolonii – Smaller Cat’s-tail (w) 

8. 6.40% Poa pratensis – Smooth-stalked Meadow-grass 

 

 

Other Supporting Information 

Supporting Information (GH-B02) 

EM8 seed mix contains species suitable for seasonally wet soils and is based on the vegetation of traditional floodplain and water meadows. Soils in wet meadows may flood for short periods in winter, but are 

usually well drained in summer. 
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• Signs of damage (including excessive browsing and grassland poaching) 

   

 




